
Colonel Dr Martin - An agent in Germany 

Mordechai Tadmor as correspondent of the Jerusalem Post and as Colonel Dr. Martin in Germany
(Jonas Dörge, 2019) 

The following is a short episode from the life of Mordechai Tadmor. From 1922 - 1932 he went 
under the name of Martin Kaufmann in Kassel (see here more: Ungedanken - Kassel - Tel Aviv). In
the fifties he resided officially in Germany as a correspondent of the Jerusalem Post. Undercover, 
his actual task was something else. Nevertheless, he was also active as a journalist. 

In a conversation, he related to me the following: "Because I didn't know anything about working
as an undercover agent, I had to be trained. Sure, I knew something about journalism, but I knew
nothing about undercover work. I took a crash course in Shabak (Scherut haBitachon haKlali or 
Shin Bet). That was all flimsy and very spontaneous. I was told that I’ll manage it somehow. [...] 
They showed me how to photograph secret documents, how to set up fake mailboxes, how to 
encode and decode messages, etc. My cover had to be created within 14 days. Today, such 
training takes at least a year. So I appeared on the one hand as a correspondent of the Jerusalem
Post, but I needed an additional identity. I wasn’t supposed to be an Israeli or a German, but 
rather a Turk. So, I became Colonel Dr. Martin. It was all quite daring, because I never had 
anything to do with Turkey except for a short visit to the military attaché in Istanbul in 1950. I 
didn't speak Turkish, but I could sing a Turkish song which was enough to pass for a Turkish 
officer in Germany. Additionally, I wasn’t a trained journalist. So I had to learn how to write 
articles in that short time. Previously, I had only written dossiers about foreign military 
departments. My journalism teacher was the well-known writer and journalist Shabtay Teveth.1 
Unfortunately, he passed away six years ago. He wrote many books, including one about the Six 
Day War, "The Tanks of Tammuz". I owe him a lot. Although we had little time, he taught me the 
elements of journalism in a week." 

In appreciation, Mr Tadmor received a signed postcard from the German Chancellor Konrad 
Adenauer. Mordechai Tadmor was the first Israeli correspondent in Germany. In this function he 
met Franz Josef Strauss, who at that time, negotiated important arms supplies for Israel with 
Shimon Peres. But Konrad Adenauer was particularly fond of him. Mordechai Tadmor took a 
largely positive view of Adenauer's role in the Federal Republic, especially in connection with the 
Luxembourg Agreement2: "Konrad Adenauer and David Ben-Gurion had the courage and 
foresight to tackle this difficult issue and to carry it through. In the end, reparations were 
essential for the development and industrialization of Israel." I think they had a mutual respect. 

Mordechai Tadmor learned that Konrad Adenauer appreciated his reporting. He was able to 
accompany Adenauer several times during political meetings and on election campaign tours. 
"On the Road with Adenauer" was published in the Jerusalem Post on September 15, 1957, and 
was received in the weekly newspaper. Mordechai Tadmor wrote several articles about Adenauer 
for the Jerusalem Post. "On the Road with Adenauer" relates a lengthy conversation with 

1 Shabtay Teveth, born 1925, died 2014 was a journalist, writer and historian. Among other works, he wrote a 
biography of David Ben Gurion.

2 The Luxembourg Agreement, also more accurately called the "Reparations Agreement" in Germany, was concluded
in 1952. By contract, Germany was to supply Israel with export goods and services to the value of DM 3.5 billion, 
in addition to reimburse stolen assets. Adenauer was only able to enforce this agreement with the votes of the 
oppositional SPD against his own governing coalition. The agreement also found little support among the German 
population. Adenauer was accused of being a tool of world Jewry. The agreement was also controversial in Israel. 



Adenauer on one of his election campaign tours. In it, Adenauer expressed his great respect for 
the Israelis and also admired their courage in recent military conflicts. He also emphasized his 
commitment to friendship with Israel. During the conversation, Tadmor Mordechai noted that 
admiration for courage alone would do little to help Israel in its fight against hostile neighbors. 
He then expressed his fears about the Soviet Union's brisk arms supplies to the Arab states. 

Mordechai Tadmor concluded the article by remarking that it was a strangely disturbing feeling 
for an Israeli to have been allowed to be so close to the German Chancellor during his election 
campaign tours. Although little attention was paid to the outcome of these German elections in 
Israel, Mordechai Tadmor remarked in his article that the mere fact that an Israeli correspondent 
was allowed to accompany the Chancellor so closely was an expression of Adenauer's greatness. 

Through a stupid mistake, Mordechai Tadmor's cover as Colonel Martin was blown and for the 
Nazi newspaper "Soldaten Zeitung"3 a real treat. "Despite my short training, my work was 
successful. "My work was successful despite minimal training. Even the “Allgemeine - 
Wochenzeitung der Juden in Deutschland” wanted to hire me as an editor and Bonn 
correspondent." But now he couldn’t work for any newspaper in Germany. Being exposed as an 
Israeli agent in July 1958, he had to leave Germany head over heels. A more comprehensive 
appraisal of Mordechai Tadmor's activities after 1945 is being prepared in the form of a brochure.
Available thus far: “West of the Suez” 

(Übersetzung: William Wires)

3 The “Deutsche Soldaten-Zeitung” was founded in 1950 by Nazis and former SS men. In the late fifties, the Nazi 
Gerhard Frey took over the newspaper and, from 1961, continued to publish it alone under the name “Deutsche 
Soldaten-Zeitung and National-Zeitung”.


