
Ungedanken - Kassel - Tel Aviv: A story of a migration 

Sally and Helene Kaufmann, a remarkable newspaper from Northern Hessen and how a boy from
Kassel named Martin became Mordechai.  
(Jonas Dörge, Juni 2016) 

The following text  is  an excerpt  from the  brochure  “Die  Geschichte  einer  Auswanderung” (in
German) about Sally Kaufmann and Mordechai Tadmor. 

On October 30, 2018 Mordechai Tadmor passed away after a long, fulfilling life. Therefore, he
didn’t live to see the next brochure,  although he was acquainted with the text and was eagerly
awaiting its publication. This brochure deals with Mordechai Tadmor's experiences as a soldier in
the 8th British Army in North Africa and in Italy. Excerpts from these experiences have already
been published in “Memoirs of a Jewish Allied Veteran”. Dates for conversations about Mordechai
Tadmor's life in Germany, Austria, France, and of course, in and for Israel, had been set, but were
unfortunately  cancelled  upon his  death.  However incomplete the  material,  there  was sufficient
material available for a third brochure which will follow. What remains is the memory of a person,
characterized by British understatement, as open-hearted, always friendly and humorous, and with
a phenomenal memory, and with whom the author drank many a good glass of red wine. In short:
he was a wonderful conversationalist. I miss him. (2018) 

This is the story of my research on a Jewish family which led to a friendship between the author and
a gentleman who grew up in Kassel and has lived in Israel since 1932. The initial contact began
coincidently. On September 27, 2015, the Bündnis gegen Antisemitismus (Alliance against Anti-
Semitism  in  Kassel)  posted  an  article  on  Facebook  by  Georg  M.  Hafner  (Staged  Victims)
concerning the medial practice of making politics in the Middle East using manipulated or faked
photos. A Mr. Mordechai Tadmor commented on the article: "It reminds me of my father, s.A. He
was the editor of the 'Juedische Wochenzeitung' in Kassel during the years 1928-1932. His name
was Sally Kaufmann (1890-1966).” The cited newspaper was familiar to me in some notes, not
much - but essential in reference to Kassel's relevant publications on Jewish history.1 

However,  there’s  not  much  written  about  Sally  Kaufmann.  Mordechai’s  comment  grabbed  my
attention. I contacted him, and after lively correspondence, we arranged to meet in Israel. From our
correspondence and visits, the author was able to write  up a biographical interview. Mordechai
Tadmor is the oldest son of Sally Kaufmann2 and lives in Giv'Atajim. The town is near Tel Aviv, just
behind Ayalon, the major north-south highway which runs past Tel Aviv. I initially hoped to learn
more about the person, Sally Kaufmann. However, it soon turned out that Mordechai Tadmor had
little to report on his father, but rather a lot about his own life. 

A childhood in Kassel 

Mordechai Tadmor was born as Martin Kaufmann 1922 in Darmstadt. His close friends called him
Motke. The parents of his mother Helene (Rikva) Kaufmann, née Enoch, lived in Darmstadt. The
Enochs were a poor family from the village of Oswiecim in Poland. One week after his birth, his

1 Parts of the "Jüdische Wochenzeitung für Kassel, Hessen und Waldeck" are available on the Leo Baeck Institute 
website. Volumes 1924 - 1933 are available in the Murhard State Library in Kassel and can be consulted there.  In 
the book "Kassel in the Modern Age. Studien und Forschungen zur Stadtgeschichte, (Ed.) J. Fleming u. D. Krause-
Vilmar, Marburg 1973″, the Kassel scholar and co-editor of the volume Dietfrid Krause-Vilmar dedicates a few 
pages to the Jüdische Wochenzeitung in the essay "Juden in Kassel", ebda., p. 176ff See also: Wolfgang Matthäus, 
Kaiserstraße 13, Kassel 2014, p. 38f

2 Sally and Helene Kaufmanns  younger boys: Ben-Zion (Benno) Kaufmann (1924 - 2017); Micha Kaufmann (1931 
– 2006)



mother moved with him to Kassel. In 1932, he left Germany as a ten year old with his parents and
brothers to Palestine.3 

The Kaufmann family resided on Hohentorstrasse in Kassel until 1930. Hohentorstrasse no longer
exists today. At that time, it extended from Lutherplatz past St. Martin’s towards Altmarkt, and was
situated a little south of today's Kurt-Schuhmacher-Strasse. Mordechai Tadmor’s most enjoyable
memories in Kassel were spent in the vicinity of St. Martin’s. There he smoked his first cigarettes
(R6), collected chafer beetles in spring or just hung out with friends. "Our regular hangout was near
St.  Martin’s.  There  we smoked,  made all  kinds of  nonsense  and  bothered tourists."  Mordechai
Tadmor describes himself as a ragamuffin. Because living conditions in Hohentorstrasse were very
cramped and his mother had to look after his ailing brother, Benno, he often slept together with the
farm dog Tell in a kennel. 

As a little boy in Kassel, Mordechai Tadmor relates, “we
would sometimes stroll into shops and shoplift from the
displays - hopefully there’s a statute of limitations after
more  than  85  years.  I  usually  stole  sweets.  Not  for
myself, but for the gang - as a bribe, so to speak, so that I
could play soccer with them. Because I wasn't  a  good
player back then. But I preferred to go alone to the plaza
in front of St. Martin’s. Old men and women often sat on
the two benches there, all dressed in black (perhaps they
were retirees) and sang patriotic songs. I still remember a
few excerpts from those songs: 

Hörnerklang und wilder verwegner Jagdgesang.

Auf lasst die Faulen liegen, lasst sie in ihrer Ruh‘, wir
rücken mit Vergnügen dem lieben König zu!

 Schleswig-Holstein meerumschlungen.

"Those  were  perhaps  my  most  memorable  times  in
Kassel." 

Shortly before the Kaufmanns emigrated to Palestine, the Kaufmann family moved to Kölnische
Strasse.  There,  his  second brother,  Micha,  was born.  Martin  last  attended the Royal Wilhelm’s
Secondary School at the age of ten. Before that, he attended the Jewish elementary school in Grosse
Rosenstrasse. In contrast to the Jewish elementary school and his beloved teacher Walter Bacher4,
he has no fond memories of the Royal Wilhelm’s Secondary School and Kölnische Strasse. “When I
changed from the Jewish elementary school to the Sexta of the Royal Wilhelm’s Secondary School,
I was tormented as the only Jewish kid there. But I wasn’t there long. During that one school year,
we emigrated to Palestine” 

3 In the 1950s, Sally Kaufmann filed an application in accordance with the Hessian Act on the Restitution of National
Socialist Injustice. The information regarding the date of emigration is not clear from the files. It’s only certain that 
Sally Kaufmann deregistered himself and his family as inhabitants of Kassel in September 1933. The file indicates 
that Sally Kaufmann had already left Kassel in September 1932 and was working temporarily for the Frankfurter 
Zeitung, and was in Belgium for that purpose. His wife and sons probably left the apartment in Kassel at the same 
time and after a short stay in Darmstadt, also moved to Belgium, before proceeding to Israel, probably in April 
1933.

4 Walter Bacher was a teacher at the Jewish elementary school. Bacher also wrote for the Jüdische Wochenzeitung. 
Bacher returned to Germany in 1936 after a trip to Palestine. Along with the Jews from Kassel, he was deported to 
Riga in 1941 and died in the Buchenwald concentration camp in 1944. (Cf: Name and Fate of the Jews of Kassel 
1933 - 1945. A memorial book. (Ed.) Magistrate of the City of Kassel 1986, p.86f) 

Martin Kaufmann in the late 
twenties. "I was quite the 
ragamuffin!"



From the Kibbutz to the British Army 

Via Haifa the family arrived in Tel Aviv. Initially, Martin's life on the street hadn’t changed much.
Thinking back, Mordechai Tadmor says, "I didn't make it easy for my parents." Martin, the ten year
old, was a rebel at home and at school, which led to several school transfers in Tel Aviv. 

“My parents enrolled me in the Tachkemoni School, probably as a favor to my grandfather, because
this school was a very religious school. It was located between Jaffa and Tel Aviv. The students all
came from poor, mostly oriental families. Children from immigrant families attended a school in the
north of Tel Aviv, which helped them with their integration. My integration was different. When I
arrived at school on the first day of school, cleanly dressed according to German custom, I caused a
sensation. The students gathered around me and beat me. They screamed: 'Yecke Potz'. Yecke still
exists as a term for Jews of German descent and Potz means ‘dick’. When I defended myself, the
attackers fell to the ground and began screaming loudly. The teachers rushed in and of course I was
the bad boy. I didn't last long at this school, and nothing improved at any other school.” 

After a while, Motke was sent to a kibbutz by his parents. In 1940, "volunteers" were deployed to
fight  along side the British army in North Africa. They fought first against  Italian troops,  then
against the Wehrmacht. "I was 18 years old, unmarried, and was selected as a volunteer from the
kibbutz," Mordechai  Tadmor recalls.  The Wehrmacht aimed to push through to Palestine.  From
there the armies were to continue on to Russia in alliance with the anti-English and anti-Semitic
Arabs from Palestine, Syria and Iraq. The Wehrmacht was accompanied by an SS command led by
Walter Rauff, whose job was to exterminate the Jews in Palestine, and in North Africa as well.
Before Tobruk, Mr. Tadmor, who called himself "Soldier King Georges", fended off German air

raids  with  a  machine  gun.  “For  my participation,  I  was
awarded the ‘Silver 8’ of the African campaign." 

Near  Tobruk  in  1941,  British  troops  barely  managed  to
hold their positions during heavy fighting with Wehrmacht
units  for  several  months.  Mordechai  Tadmor,  in  his
friendly and modest  manner,  recounts his experiences in
Tobruk: "My unit,  the 5 M.T. (later 178th) of the Royal
Army  Service  Corp  (RASC)  was  the  only  Jewish-
Palestinian unit on the battlefield. We weren’t heroes, but
rather  tired,  dusty  and  thirsty  men,  who  defended
themselves as best we could against flies, sand fleas (which
the Italians passed on to us), Stuckas, Messerschmidts and
Heinkels. "We were surrounded by chaos and confused by
wild  rumours."  It  wasn't  until  November  1942  at  El-
Alamein that British troops were able to stop the advance
of  German  troops  and  thwart  Nazi  plans.  The  Jewish
fighters  from  Palestine  played  their  part.  Later  on,  the
volunteers  became  the  Jewish  Brigade,  which  fought  its
way to Austria via Italy until Germany finally surrendered. 

Mordechai Tadmor took part in all of the Jewish Brigade’s
missions  in  Italy  as  a  soldier.  After  the  capitulation  of
Germany, he actively participated in the transfer of many
Holocaust survivors to Palestine. In 1946 he was released

Mr. Tadmor as a British soldier in 
North Africa. "In this war we will be
victorious and we could only hope 
to be well prepared for what was to 
come our way. In other words, Mr. 
Tadmor: "In the war against Nazi 
Germany, we saw ourselves as 
victors. But, we worried about what 
was to follow after the war. "



after five years and 348 days of service - of which four years and 221 days were outside Palestine.
He was awarded the "Africa Star" of the 8th Army. 

His certificate of discharge from 1946. Mordechai Tadmor served five years and 348 days in the
British Army, including more than four years outside Palestine. He was deployed in North Africa
and in Italy. 

From Ungedanken to Kassel 

Mordechai Tadmor's father, Sally Kaufmann, was born in 1890 as the son of the teacher Markus
(Mordechay) Kaufmann and his wife Bettina (née Katzenberg) in Ungedanken, a small village near
Fritzlar. In der Jüdischen Wochenzeitung, Elias Lissauer (Lissauer comes from a family of Sofer
who lived in Ungedanken) dedicated a series of articles about this village. 

Since the end of the 16th century there were Jews in Ungedanken. Jews settled there under the
protection of the Elector of Mainz. It’s been assumed they were refugees from Poland, when the
Cossack leader Bogdan Chielmicki ravaged the country there and countless pogroms against the
Jewish population took place. In the middle of the 17th century, an Israelite community had formed
in Ungedanken. By the mid-19th century almost a quarter of the Ungedanken’s inhabitants were
Jews. 

Lissauer writes about Markus Kaufmann: "It was only in the middle of the 19th century that an
Israelite elementary school was established. The teachers were: Edelmuth Lange from 1862 - 1869,
Frank from 1869 - 1873, Kaufmann from 1873 - 1893 and Kaschmann from 1893 - 1901. The
number of pupils was in the range of 45 - 50. [...] Teacher Markus Kaufmann, who died in 1893,
was a great scholar not only in Hebrew but also in German. The community experienced a great
upswing during his lifetime and [...] religious life [stood] at its best during his tenure. The number
of students was also the highest at that time." 

In the Ungedanken cemetery there you can find
Markus  Kaufmann’s  gravestone.  "Here  rests  a
Levite who led the children of the Israelites on
the  way  that  leads  to  the  house  of  God:  Mr
Mordechai, son of Abraham Kaufmann, who died
in good repute on Wednesday, 20th Elul and was
buried on Friday, 22nd (Elul) in the year 5651 (=
23rd September 1891). May his soul be bound in
the covenant of life." There is nothing left of the
small  Jewish community in Ungedanken except
gravestones.  A memorial  stone  in  front  of  the
cemetery  commemorates  the  victims  of  the
Holocaust. 

Sally  Kaufmann:  Publisher,  patriot,  Zionist
and Nazi opponent 

Sally Kaufmann wanted to become a teacher like
his  father.  But because his father  died early,  he
learned the profession of a merchant. In 1915 he
was drafted as a soldier and in June 1916 he was
sent to the Somme as a non-commissioned officer
in battle against English troops. He had fortune in

A 1925 advertisement by Sally Kaufmann's 
Colonial Goods Store



misfortune. He survived the battlefield massacre with severe injuries and was awarded the Iron
Cross. After lengthy stays in a military hospital and employ in various businesses, he opened his
own colonial goods shop in Hohentorstrasse in 1921 in Kassel. That same year Sally Kaufmann and
Helene Enoch married.  The shop in  Hohentorstrasse was also the address  of  the newspaper he
published beginning in 1924. From Mordechai Tadmor I want to learn more about his father Sally
Kaufmann. "I was never inside my father's shop, I know nothing about the goods he sold or his
customers. Often, when things got busy in the shop, my father would call my mother to help and I’d
be left alone. She seemed bitter, never smiled or hugged me. I don't think she was happy being the
wife of a grocer. Later, when my father published the Jewish weekly newspaper and we moved to
Kölnische Strasse, the situation improved. We had a kind of celebrity status and were therefore
respected in the community." 

Mordechai Tadmor told me that his father's behavior towards him and in the family was strongly
influenced by the era of Kaiser and military. "He was a sergeant through and through. His credo
precluded obedience." Father didn't talk much to the children, especially about his political views
and  activities.  "My father  was  just  there,  without  saying  much.  His  whole  being  expressed  a
patriotism that was taken for granted.” His memories of the battlefield, the Iron Cross and his Silver
Badge for the Wounded marked family life." 

Sally Kaufmann left neither diaries, nor did he pass on his thoughts and ideas to his descendants.
Only in his application for compensation for National Socialist injustice are a few autobiographical
notes to be found. There, he describes himself as an opponent of Roland Freisler, who was active in
Kassel. Besides taking into account the fact that he was an organized and active member of the by
no means monolithic Reichsbund jüdischer Frontsoldaten (RjF)5 and the equally distinctive Zionist
local group in Kassel6. Studying the newspaper he published and the few articles and notes that can
be attributed to him is the only way to learn something about his world of thought and his political
stance during the Weimar Republic. 

The Jüdische Wochenzeitung für Kassel, Hessen and Waldeck was first published on April 4, 1924
with ambitious goals.  Sally Kaufmann's wife Helene noted in 1965 that it  was also her idea to
initiate this newspaper. She took an active part in its creation and also received a salary. Initially,
there was no indication the newspaper was published by Sally Kaufmann. Only in number 11 of the
first volume does his name appear on the front page and as responsible for the content. In the first
issue, Dr. Joseph Prager outlined the newspaper's program. Prager was a leading member of the
Jewish People's Party. Prager wrote in his lead article that against the background of the general
economic recession, in which he also included Jewish life in Germany, a new start was necessary.
The newspaper was to serve Judaism, stand up for its external dignity and inner security, and also to
contribute to the deepening of all Jewish interests. Prager emphasized that the newspaper should not
serve any special interest groups in Judaism, but rather deal with all questions and convey all news
"which are important for Jews of any party to know". The focus should be on local affairs, history
and the work of the local communities. Prager aimed to counter disinterest and indifference and
hoped to win over all parties of Judaism. 

Sally Kaufmann almost never appeared by name as an author in his newspaper. There are a few
notes and quoted letters where his name appeared. However, some articles, especially from 1925
onwards, used the abbreviations "Kfm." The abbreviation "K." also appears once in an article by the
editorial staff. Those articles may have been written by him. The fact that there are only a few

5 The Reichsbund jüdischer Frontsoldaten was a veteran federation of formaly jewish soldiers of the German Army in
the Great War.  

6 The Zionist movement was anything but a homogeneous political movement. A rough distinction can be made 
between cultural Zionism and state-founding Zionism, although the latter also had different goals. For further 
reading, see Walter Laquer, Der Weg zum Staat Israel. History of Zionism, Vienna 1975 and Moshe Zimmermann, 
The German Jews 1914 - 1945, Oldenburg 1997



articles, may have been due to a war injury to his right hand. Together with his comrades-in-arms
from the local Zionist group (RjF), the editors, along with Julius Dalberg, Ludwig Horwitz, Walter
Bacher and other prominent writers, he developed the weekly into a remarkable and sophisticated
newspaper.  Later  Sally  Kaufmann  became  the  publisher  of  Jüdische  Wochenzeitung.  This
newspaper also appeared in Hanover, Braunschweig, Chemnitz and other cities. There are important
articles about the regional history of the Jews in Northern Hesse. Many articles, in addition to the
aforementioned Elias Lissauer,  were contributed by Ludwig Horwitz,  the director of the Jewish
elementary school, and by Rudolf Hallo, the founder of the Jewish Museum in Kassel. 

With their contributions, the authors of the newspaper also took part in current political debates. In
addition  to  the  editors,  famous  authors  such as  Wolfgang von Weisel,  Arnold  Zweig,  Theodor
Lessing and Max Brod and many others wrote for the newspaper, but also non-Jewish authors such
as  Philipp  Scheidemann  and  Heinz  Pollack.  Prominent  obituaries,  e.g.  of  Paul  Levi,  Franz
Rosenzweig and Friedrich Ebert were published. Other articles dealt extensively with Stefan Zweig,
Franz Kafka, Moses Mendelssohn, Eduard Bernstein and many others. The Kassel historian Dietfrid
Krause-Vilmar assessed the weekly quite correctly: “Politically, the proximity to the democratic
republic is striking, which can be observed throughout all the years [...].” Again and again, not only
appeals but also editorials can be found, urging readers not only to go to the elections but to give
their votes to the democratic parties or the republican candidate, and the Jüdische Wochenzeitung
increasingly took a stand against National Socialism and clearly positioned itself for Zionism. Until
1932  many  issues  that  Sally  Kaufmann  published,  reported  regularly  on  developments  on  the
Mandate of Palestine. 

The author "Kfm.", presumably Sally Kaufmann, also wrote: "The [Zionist] ideas of individuals and
the demands made by a small number of people twenty-eight years ago have since become a reality
that have found their expression in the world of facts. The strongest reality is a Jewish Palestine
with  its  growing  cities,  flourishing  colonies,  the  prominence  of  the  Hebrew  language  and  its
working people. These realities ... are the strongest foundation for the continued existence of the
Jewish people in the present and ... in the future. These are prophetic lines which express great
enthusiasm. 

Against National Socialism 

The Jüdische Wochenzeitung published numerous articles by prominent authors about the National
Socialism, for example a very detailed one by Heinz Pollack in 1929. In his remarks, Pollack argues
that anti-Semitism was the prime element in the ideological formation of National Socialism. He
also  recognized  that  fascism  was  only  one  element  of  the  National  Socialist  movement.
Furthermore,  a  "jungnational"  (nationalist  youth)  movement  at  the universities and parts  of the
Wandervogeljugend were important elements of National Socialism. He also stressed the role of the
apparent  anti-capitalist  agitation  of  petty-bourgeois  and  peasant  elements.  In  this  context,  the
National Socialists agitated against large estates and department stores, and in doing so, they also
successfully  attached  themselves  to  left-wing  party  themes.  Pollack  also  pointed  out  that  the
National Socialist movement was also financed by industrialist circles. (Jüdische Wochenzeitung,
No. 29, 26 July 1927) 

Special attention was paid to the many reports of atrocities and attacks committed by Nazis and
their henchmen throughout Germany, as well as in Kassel and the surrounding area. These were
continuously documented and discussed. In 1926, for example, the Jewish weekly printed an article
about the anti-Semitic antique dealer Edler von Dolsperg from Kassel. In the window of his shop on
Ständeplatz, he displayed an illustrated article on the ritual murder legend. The dealer was charged.
He was defended by Roland Freisler, who appeared in court with wild anti-Semitic insults, which he



also  explicitly  directed  against  Sally  Kaufmann,  the  editor  of  the  Jewish  weekly  newspaper.
(Jüdische Wochenzeitung, No. 24, 1927) 

In an article titled "National Socialist impertinence", Sally Kaufmann himself reported on a local
incident: When Nazis presented their flags at  a tourist  restaurant  at  Brasselsberg in 1929, Sally
Kaufmann wrote a letter to the restaurant owner and asked her why she had not intervened and
whether Jews were even welcome. She affirmed in her reply that she has no objection to Nazi flags,
because her business is dependent on every guest. She would also welcome "any members of your
circles" as guests.  The correspondence was denounced by the local  Nazi  newspaper as "Jewish
impudence"  and  the  threats  were  unmistakable:  "We’ve  taken  note  of  the  Jew,  S.  Kaufmann,
Hohentorstr. 9.” (Jüdische Wochenzeitung, No. 34, 1929) 

The legacy of Sally Kaufmann 

In  1933,  the  political  landscape  had  shifted  in  Germany.  The  German  people  had  formed  a
"Volksgemeinschaft" (national community), betrayed the republic, plundered their Jewish neighbors
and then handed them over to the anti-Semitic mob and the executioners. The National Socialist
movement under Hitler's leadership had seized power and anti-Semitism had established itself as
the national raison d'être. The "existence" of Judaism, which Sally Kaufmann fought for, wasn’t
defended by the (international) proletariat, nor by its "fatherland", nor by the Western European
democracies against those majorities which decided against a future for the Jews. 

The direction was already foreseeable before 1933 for clear minds, of which Sally Kaufmann was
obviously  one. Sally Kaufmann,  like many other  supporters  of  the Republic,  found themselves
increasingly isolated and felt outcast as Jews. After his clashes with Roland Freisler, lawyer and
member of  the NSDAP and later president  of  the "People's  Court"  in Kassel,  Sally  Kaufmann
rightly  felt  threatened  and  left  Kassel  as  early  as  1932.  A  few  months  later,  the  Jüdische
Wochenzeitung, which his brother-in-law Ludwig Goldberg continued, was shut down. 

As a result of this development, Sally Kaufmann lost Germany, North Hessen and Kassel as points
of reference and identification, as well as his home. Mordechai Tadmor told me: "His father’s life
came to a stop when he left Kassel. He was an active Zionist, but I think it was more ideological
than practical. When he was confronted with the
reality in the Jishuw, a world collapsed for him."
In  Israel  he  buried  himself  in  his  antiquarian
bookshop, which he ran with little success. Since
he did not speak Hebrew and didn’t want to learn
it, his son Benno had to help him in the shop. A
country  that  offered  every  persecuted  Jew
protection from anti-Semitic persecution did not
exist yet. 

Nevertheless, those Jews who found their way to
the  Jishuw  in  Palestine  in  time  -  despite  all
obstacles - were able to save themselves from the
National Socialist  policy of extermination. Jews
from  the  Jishuw  were  also  involved  in  halting
German  troops  in  their  advances  towards
Palestine. Many of them, like Martin Kaufmann,
were recent arrivals. 

Mordechai and Edith after their marriage in 
1948



Just as Mordechai Tadmor as "Soldier King George" in the Jewish brigade contributed to a victory
over German Nazi fascism and thus also defended the Jews in Palestine against German plans of
extermination, likewise as an officer, he first joined the Haganah, then after founding, the IDF in the
War of Independence from the very beginning for the existence and security of Israel. As a soldier
in the IDF he got to know Edith Retwitzer, who was also a refugee from Germany and a soldier in
the IDF. They married in 1948. They lived with there both sons Yoav and Eyal not only in Israel but
also in Bonn, Wien and Paris.

It soon became clear to him that nothing good could be expected from the Arab side. He and his
comrades in the Jewish brigade were aware of the megalomaniacal plans of the Mufti of Jerusalem
and his allies. "We knew, and this came out in countless conversations under the desert sky, that this
war would end in victory, and as for us, we could only hope to prepare ourselves well for what was
to come. In other words: In the war against Nazi Germany, we saw ourselves already as victors. Our
concerns were for the time after the war. We were not mistaken." 

Mordechai Tadmor dedicated his life to the establishment and to the protection of the State of Israel
and thus continued his father's life work. Even if, to his great regret, he no longer fought at the front
after 1945, his unit’s military operations were just as important for the existence of new Jewish
state. Mordechai Tadmor's unit secured the important supply line to Jerusalem, a so-called Burma
Road, in 1948. He was last deployed as a reservist on the Syrian front in the Six Day War in 1967. 

Just as his father stood up against the Nazis and fought journalistically for a safe home for the Jews,
so  did  his  son  Mordechai  Tadmor  with  a  gun  in  his  hand:  until  1945  against  the  German
Wehrmacht, and after 1945, against Arab leaders’ fantasies of extermination. As an officer of the
IDF, Mordechai Tadmor also worked at the "Institute of Reconnaissance and Special Tasks" and
also as a correspondent and adjunct in diplomatic services in various European cities. His focus was
on the old and new Nazis as well as the Soviet intentions to support Arab leaders in their plans to
wipe Israel off the map. For his services, he was decorated for his services in the war of liberation
and as a soldier against the Nazis. 

Remembrance 

Like Walter Bacher,  Sally Kaufmann's most important  comrade-in-arms, Julius Dalberg, did not
succeed in escaping from the Nazis' sphere of influence. Dalberg and his wife were murdered in
Sobibor. Today, the Dalbergs’ existence in Kassel is marked by an inconspicuous “stumbling stone”
(Stolperstein) on the sidewalk in front of the Gloria Cinema on Ständeplatz in Kassel. Only those
who know what to look for, take note of it. There certainly isn’t enough space on the stone to give a
clue about Dalberg's activities. The fact that Dalberg himself was an active supporter of Zionism
and co-edited a newspaper that consistently took a stand for the Zionist project is at least mentioned
by  the  “stumbling  stone”  project  members,  some  of  whom  are  firmly  anti-Zionist,  on  their
homepage.  Mordechai  Tadmor's  great  cousin  Daniela  Ebstein  initiated  the  laying  of  the  77
stumbling blocks for the Kaufmann family in Kölnische Strasse, who on that inauguration day in
May 2017 expressly emphasized that Israel had become the home of many Kaufmann survivors. In
the meantime, further biographical data on Sally Kaufmann can be found on the homepage of the
Kasseler Stolpersteinverein (Stumble Stone Initiative). 

"My father loved Hessen," relates Mordechai Tadmor, "he loved Fritzlar, Ungedanken, the Edertal,
the green meadows, the wooded hills." Sally Kaufmann was German through and through, and so
he didn’t feel at home in Israel during the rest of his live. A circumstance, which is difficult to
comprehend in view of Sally Kaufmann's activities in Kassel. 



Martin Kaufmann has become Mordechai Tadmor. Mr. Tadmor and his wife Edith are parents of
two sons, six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Sally Kaufmann's decision to emigrate
from Germany in 1932 - despite his patriotism - has contributed to the fact that there are now four
generations of Kaufmann and Tadmor families. Today Mr. Tadmor lives with his wife in Giv'Atajim
and fondly remembers Kassel, a city that no longer exists as he knew from Hohentorstrasse, with a
good weekly newspaper and its Jewish population. Kassel was his home.

(Translation by William Wires)

©All rights of the text are reserved by the author. The text and the photos and illustrations marked
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